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HETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HETTON  HOUSE, 


HETTON-LE-HOLE, 

CO.  DURHAM. 


Mr.  Chairman , Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I hereby  present  my  second  annual  report  on  this  district. 

No  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  occurred,  in 
fact  there  were  no  notifications  of  either  poliomyelitis  or 
diphtheria. 

In  No.  5 area  which  contains  this  district,  the  age  limit 
for  immunisation  against  tuberculosis  was  raised  from  13  years 
to  20  years.  During  the  year  160  were  skin  tested,  145  were 
negative,  i. e.  had  not  contracted  tuberculosis  and  11  were 
positive  and  had.  already  been  infected.  As  a precaution  the 
positive  reactors  were  X-rayed.  In  all  the  hundreds  skin 
tested  and  immunised  there  were  no  complications. 

In  this  district  19  sessions  were  held  for  protection 
against  poliomyelitis.  There  were  3616  injections  given | 
nearly  all  had  their  first  injection,  some  two-thirds  the 
second  and  a few  dozen  the  third  dose. 

Many  Old  Aged  Persons  were  visited  and  those  thought 
necessary  allocated  to  hospital  or  hostel  as  Part  1H Accommodation 
under  the  County  Scheme. 

As  in  previous  year. s First  Aid  Lectures  or  examinations 
for  this  purpose  were  given,  also  medical  examinations  to  those 
eligible  for  the  Sickness  Benefit  Scheme. 


R.C.F.  SMITH,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


* • ,/  ■ * l . / «• 

Members  of  Council. and  Health  Committee,  1959 


Chairman  of  the.  Council v.V  ' • - Councillor  H.  Ramshaw,  J.P. 

Chairman  of  .the  Health ' Committee  - Councillor  J.  Hudson,  J.P. 

He  t ton Ward. 

Councillor  Mrs.  Ii.  Ellison,  J.P.,  5 Dunelm  Road,  Hetton-le-Hole.* 
Councillor  J.  Ellison,  5 Dunelm  Road,  Hetton-le-Hole 
Councillor  E*  Kent,  11  Bedford  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole 
Councillor  C.  Long,  29  Springwell  Terrace,  Hetton-le-Hole 
Councillor  G.  Metcalfe,  31  Deepdale  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole 

He t ton  Downs  Ward 

Councillor  Mrs.  C*  Buckingham,  23  Fairy  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 
Councillor  G.W.  Davidson,  19  Caroline  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole 
Councillor  T.G.  Glassev,  20  Nicholas  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole 
Councillor  L.  Kelly,  J.P.,  n Hill  croft11  , North  Road,  Hetton-le-Hole . 
Councillor  TV  Lawson,  80  High  Street,  Easington  Lana 
Councillor  A.  Logan,  B.E.M.,  4 Surrey  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 


Easington  Lane  Ward 


Councillor  W.H.  Bainbridge,  79  Elemore  Lane,  Easington  Lane 
Councillor  J.  Hudson,  J.P. ,' 14  Tamar  Street,  Easington  Lane 
Councillor  F.  Noble,  5 Rydal  Avenue,  Easington  Lane 
Councillor  H.  Ramshaw,  14  Sheriffs  Moor  Avenue,  Easington  Lane 
Councillor  Mrs.  E.  Smith,  26  Whitehill  Road,  Easington  Lane 
Councillor  J.  Telford,  2 Brickgarth,  Easington  Lane 


Rain ton  A Moor si ey 


Councillor  W.  Mallinson,  35  Lloyd  Avenue,  East  Rainton 
Councillor  H.  Prest,  17  Moorsley  Road,  Low  Moorsley 
Councillor  R.  Smith,  4 Handley  Crescent,  East  Rainton. 


SETT ON  URBAN 


DISTRICT 


Area  In  Acres 


4 9 551  acres 


Registrar  General 1 s estimate  of  resident  population 


- lb, 510 

1959 


timber  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1959)  according  to  Rate 

Books  - 5,472 


Rateable  Value 


525 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


£451  5s.  Od. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 


i;  *.-»«■  * 


he  Staff  consists 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  CF  HEALTH  - ! 

coni oint  appointment 
il)  « 0 « <}  D e P « ii.  * 


Dr*  R.C.F*  Smith,  Dhole  time 
(see  below).  Decrees  of  M.D. 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  - Mr.  H.J.S.  Murray.  -Holds 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  Ms  Joint  Examination  Board,  and 
Certificate  for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
Also  acts  as  Factory  and  Workshops  Inspector  under  the 
Shops  Act. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  - Mr.  JhR.  Hall*  Holds  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  Joint  Examination  Beard,  and  Certificate 
for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR  « Mr<>  P.W.  Richardson.  Holds  Testamur 
of  the  Institute  of  Municipal  Engineers. 


The  County  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Government  pay 
half  the  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 

The  present  Medical  Officer  is  also  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Houghton-le-Spring  and  Washington 
Urban  District,  Sunderland  Rural  District  and  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  for  Area  No.  5* 

■ Health  Services  Administered  by  County  Council 
and  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 

The  following  Health  Services  are  administered  by  the 
County  Council  as  the  responsible  Local  Health  Authority 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act* 


Ambulance 
Home  Nursing 
Prophylactic  measures 
against  Smallpox, 
Poliomyelitis , Diphtheria, 
and  Tuberculosis 


Domestic  Helps 
Health  Visitors 
Child  Welfare  & Maternity 
School  Medical 
Welfare  of  the  Blind  and 
Handicapped. 


The  County  Council  are  also  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  Part  11  of  the  National  Insurance 
Act  1948. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  INSPECTORS.  Are  also  appointed  by  and  work 
under  the  directions  of  the  County  Council. 


VETERINARY  INSPECTORS.  Are  fully  qualified  men  appointed  by 
and  working  under  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  - being  responsible  for  carrying  out  routine 
examination  of  the  cow  population  throughout  the  County 
in  order  to  maintain  and  raise  the  standard  of  the 
health  of  said  cow. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  nett  number  of  live  births  (as  corrected  by  the 
Registrar-General  for  outward  and  inward  transfers)  during 
1959  was  315  as  compared  with  325  for  195&. 

Sex  and  legitimacy  classification  are  show  thus  s 

Total  Male  Female )Birth  Rate  per  1000 
Live  ( Legitimate  307  156  151  )of  the  estimated 

Births  ( Illegitimate  844  ) population  - 17*01 

The  Registrar-General  states  the  Birth  Rate  per  1000 
population  in  England  and  Wales  (live  births)  was  16*5  for  1959. 

In  order  to  compare  the  birth  rate  based  on  the  Registrar- 
General*  s figures  for  England  and  Wales  a comparability  factor 
of  1.02  giving  a birth  rate  for  Hetton  Urban  District  of  17*3 
compared  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births  - During  1959  there  were  8 still  births  in 
the  district. 


Total  Male  Female )giving  a Rate  of 
Still  (Legitimate  844  )24.76  per  1000  total 

Births  (Illegitimate  - )(live  and  still)  births 

There  is  a still  birth  rate  per  1,000  poprlation  of  0.45 
in  the  district. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

After  correction  for  outward  and  inward  transfers,  163 
residents  of  the  Hetton  Urban  District  died,  being  84  males, 
and  79  females. 

The  death  rate,  therefore,  corrected  for  outward  and  inward 
transfers  and  including  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages 
was  8.8  the  population  being  estimated  at  18.510.  That  for 
England  and  Wales  was  11.6 
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In  order  to  compare  the  death  rate  based  on  the  Registrar- 
General’s  figures  for  England  and  Wales  a comparability  factor 
of  1.33  giving  a death  rata  for  Hetton  Urban  District  of  11.7 
compated  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

Locally  compiled  and  correct  figures  are  as  follows  s- 

During,  1959  there  was  99  deaths  registered  as  having 
occurred  within  the  district*  being  52  males  and  47  females. 

Of  these  2 males  and  2 females  did  not  normally  reside  in  the 
area*  therefore  50  males  and  45  females  having  their  permanent 
residence  within  the  district  died  therein.  34  males  and  34 
females  whose  permanent  residence  was  within  the  area  died 
outside  it.  The  total  number  of  deaths*  therefore.*  corrected 
for  outward  and  inward  transfers  is  163*  being  64  males  and 
79  females. 

Total  Deaths  under  Five  Years  (corrected  locally) 

During  1959?  7 children  died  under  the  age  of  five  years. 
Therefore  4.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  was  of  deaths  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age. 


The  following  table  shox^s  i 


1.  Births*  (a)  males  (b)  females  (c)  total  births  (d)  rate  per  1000 

2.  Deaths  (all  ages) (a)  males  (b)  females  (c)  total  deaths 

(d)  rate  per  1000 


3«  Total  increase  of  population 

BIRTHS 

Rate 


Year 

Males 

Females  Total 

o 

8 

H 

'& 

P 

1950 

l 

-L 

173 

331 

17.71 

1951 

147 

167 

314 

17.08 

1952 

165 

138 

303 

16.53 

1953 

137 

152 

289 

15-7 

1954 

167 

143 

316 

21.67 

1955 

168 

150 

318 

17.25 

1956 

134 

158 

292 

15.8 

1957 

173 

154 

327 

17.7 

1958 

168 

157 

325 

17  o 7 

1959 

160 

155 

323 

17.01 

DEATHS 


Rate 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

par  3000 

Increase 

137 

111 

248 

13.27 

83 

139 

117 

256 

12.84 

58 

113 

100 

213 

11.62 

90  ' 

.114 

105 

219 

11.9 

70 

118 

110 

228 

12.3 

88 

109 

79 

188 

10.2 

130 

106 

110 

216 

11.17 

76 

89 

85 

174 

9.4 

153 

112 

84 

195 

10.5 

130 

84 

79 

163 

8.8 

160 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

There  wore  no  deaths ‘among  women  from  puerperal  sepsis. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  from 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ' . . . . . 0 ...  0.00 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

6 Children  died  during  1959  before  attaining  the  age  of 
one  year,  being  3 legitimate  males  and  3 legitimate  females. 

During  195b,  5 children  died  during  this  age  period. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  according  to  the  total  number  of  live  births 
and  legitimacy  for  the  years  1950-59 


Year 

All  Infants  per 

Legitimate  Infants 

Illegitimate  Infants 

1000  live  births 

per  1000  legitimate 
live  births 

per  1000  illegitimate 
live  births 

1950 

48.3 

50.16 

166. 66 

1951 

38.22 

39.09 

1952 

33.0 

33.67 

_ 

1953 

24.2 

25.08 

, ,, 

1954 

44.3 

45.16 

mm 

1955 

22.01 

22.22 

1956 

37.67 

38.5 

1957 

24.4 

21.9 

125.0 

1958 

15.3 

16.07 

1959 

19.04 

19.5 

The  death  rate  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000 

live  births  in  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  ending  1959  was 
22  • 0 


Of  the  6 infants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age  the  cause 
of  death  was  in  2^ cases  due  to  prematurity,  giving  a percentage 
of  33*3  due  to  this  cause.  1 or  16.6  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  under  one  year  was  due  to  pneumonia. 
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Since  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  in 
tho  district  was  163?  3*6  per  cent#  of  the  total  deaths  were 
of  children  under  the  ago  of  one  year.  Of  these  under  one 
year  of  age  50*0  per  cent*  were  under  one  week. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  distribution  of  the 
deaths  in  the  various  wards*  . 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  n infantile”  diarrhoea  (under  2 
years  of  age)?  giving  a death  rate  of  0.00  per  1000  live  births 


Table  showing  deaths  from  Chief  Infectious  Diseases 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Hetton  Urban  District  during  1959 


Causes  of  Death 


Male  Female 


All  Causes 


1. 

2o 

3. 

' 4. 

5. 

6. 
7o 
8. 

9* 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15  e 

16  o 

17. 

18  o 

19  o 
20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


© ♦ o 


• O « 


c • • 


• * * 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis 3 other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 

-L. 

Meningococcal  infections  ...  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ... 

Me  ci  si  es  » o « ...  . . . ...  ... 

Other  infective  and  parasitis  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm , stomach  

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm , uterus  ...  ... 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  , . * ... 

l"h  D o "Vp  o o 

i_/  —L.  CS-w  IcJ  O vS-'  iO  o o 3 3 $ o o • 

* Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 

' Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  ...  V ' 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ... 

Influenza  « . . ...  . * . „ . . ... 

Pneumonia  »«•.  ...  ...  ...  . . 0 

Bronchitis"  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

* Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicides  ...  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


84 

1 


79 

1 
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• t • 
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1 

12 

21 

3 
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4 
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1 

5 

1 

1 
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3 

3 
2 
2 
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1 

17 

17 

1 

4 
1 

3 

2 


1 

1 

7 

1 

4 


<*  «*  « 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

' There  were  2 deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  none 
from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  1959  being  equivalent 
to  a death  rate  per  1000  population  of  .108  from  the 
pulmonary  form  and  0.00  from  the  non-pulnonary. 
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.041 

.05  i 
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.028 

.05  1 

1953 

2 i .179 
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1954 

3 .160 
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3 Not  availab: 

Le  .16 

0 Net  available 

.00  I 

1959 

2 Not  available  .108 

0 I 

h)t  available 

.00  1 

Heart  Disease 


Heart  Disease  being  inclusive  of  Coronary  Disease?  Angina? 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease?  and  Other  Heart  Diseases? 
accounted  for  49  deaths?  being  26  males  and  23  females.  This 
is  equivalent  to  24.5  of  the  total  deaths  and  a mortality  ♦ 
rate  of  2.16  per  1?000  population. 
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Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

In  addition  to  the  above  deaths  a further  29  being  12 
males  and  17  females  were  due  to  Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System,  tne  majority  being  due  to  Gerebral  Haemorrhage. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  these  two  groups  has  decreased, 
the  two  groups  accounting  for  the  deaths  of  78  persons, 
being  38  males  and  40  females  as  against  a total  of  102 
persons  in  1958. 


Coronary  Disease,  .Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Diseases 
Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 


Male  s 

Females 

Total 

21 

17 

38 

— 

1 

1 

5 

5 

10 

12 

17 

29 

38 

40 

78 

This  is  equivalent  (taking  the  groups  together)  to  47.85 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  and  a Mortality  rate  of  4.2 
per  1000  population 

Cancer 


jo  deaths  — being  19  males  and  17  females,  were  due  to 
cancer.  This  is  equivalent  to  22o08  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deatns,  or  a mortality  rate  of  1.94  per  1000  population. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  due  to 
VLN3  and  CDA  and  Cancer  in  the  He t ton  Urban  District,  and 
the  death  rates  from  these  diseases  in  the  years  1950-59. 


Year 


All 

I Causes 


i Cancer;  VLNS  & CDA 

All 

Causes 

Cancer 

1 VLNS  & CDA  1 

27  108 

13.27 

1.44 

5.7 

1 27  i 117 

12.84 

1.41 

6*3 

29  99 

11.62 

1.58 

! 5.4  1 

39  105 

11.9 

. 2.12 

f 5.7 

39  ! 116 

12.3 

2.11 

i 6.2 

! 40  86 

10.2 

2.16 

I 4.6  1 

1 30  ! Ill 

11.17 

1.62 

I 6.02 

i 33  1 71 

9.4 

1.79 

1 3.85  ! 

1 44  i 102 

10.5 

2.38 

5.4  I 

j 36  ' 78 

8.8 

1.94 

1950  ; 

1951  ! 

1952  i 

1953  i 

1954  i 

1955  ! 

1956  i 

1957  j 

1958  ! 

1959  i 


248 

256 

213 

219 

228 

188 

216 

174 

195 

163 


*“  1.8  ““ 

NOTE  - VLNS:  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  j and 

CDAs  Coronary  Disease,  Angina,  Hypertension  with 
Heart  Disease,  and  Other  Heart  Diseases) 

The  following  shows  the  sites  of  lesion,  sex  and  age 
distribution  of  those  who  have  died  during  1959  from  cancer 
as  compiled  frail  local  returns* 

Site  Males  - Ages  Females  - Ages 


Stomach 

61,71,61,52,66,54,62 

76,83,83 

Uterus 

58, 54' 

Breast 

59,47 

Gall  Bladder 

72 

Colon 

80 

Tongue 

75 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

40,61,56,68,75 

43,62, 61 

Vulva 

67 

Liver 

86,69 

Rectum 

70 

71 

Caecum 

78 

Prostate 

83 

Bladder 

67,56,75, 

80 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infections 

and  Other  Diseases 


During  the  year  1959,  some  25B  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
inclading  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  were  notified  as  occurring 
in  the  district.  This  shows  an  increase  on  the  figure  for  1958 
which. was  49.  There  were  189  cases  of  measles  and  29  cases  of 

whooping  cough,  as  compared  with  7 measles  and  3 whooping  cough 
in  19581 

School  Notification  of  Disease 

■ ■ ..  , 


Nov  fresh  cases 

from  the  schools. 

< > 


of  any  notifiable  disease  were  notified 

\ . 


c 
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Comparison  of  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  decade  1950-1959 . 


Disease 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

19581959 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 12 

11 

23 

15 

7 

2 

5 

1 

17 

■!•••' 

1 8 

Diphtheria 

1 2 

3 

2 

<v- 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 49 

45 

60 

67 

28 

11 

25 

27 

10 

20 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  )Male 

5 

15 

7 

6 

6 

6 

2 

4 

5 

7 

Tuber  cul o s i s ) Fern  al e 

15 

10 

3 

7 

7 

5 

7 

6 

4 

2 

Non-Pulmonary  )Male 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  ) Female 

1 3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

fedngacoccal  Infection 

i 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

Small  Pox 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

Measles 

I 247 

315 

82 

262 

5 

509 

4 

241 

7 

189 

Whooping  Cough 

; 27 

79 

52 

81 

27 

106 

33 

64 

3 

29 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

Ac,  Encephalitis 

Ac,  Poliomyelitis 

j 1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

9 

Ac*  Pdio-Encephalitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Malaria 

TOTALS 

| 370 

487 

236 

444 

87 

644 

81 

356 

49 

258 

Tuberculosis 


There  has  been  no  action  taken  during  1959*  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating 
to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the 
milk  trade),  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  (relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis) . 


j Z[,  MM 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  age  periods  for 
males  and  females,  at  which  the  new  cases  were  notified  and 
when  death  occurred,  as  compiled  from  local  statistics. 


v-  . 4 - New. 

Age  Period  Pulmonary 


Non- 
Pulmonary 


Deaths.. 

Pulmonary 


Non- 


M 

F 

M 

| F 

M 

F j 

m" 

i f i 

Under  1 1 

*=-■*» 

ca 

ni 

_ 

1-2 

V KM 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2-3  ! 

Mm 

~ 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3-4 

mj— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

4 - 5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*s» 

— 

— 

5-10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

i 10  - 15 

— 

■a 

— 

— 

M. 

» 

MW 

U5  - 25 

2 

— 

— 

— 

m. 

mat 

MM 

|25  - 35  ■ 

1 

caa 

— 

— 

! l f 

MM 

Ms* 

,35  - 45 

2 

— 

meat 

— 

«=» 

j ~ j 

MM 

MW 

I 45  - 65 

2 

1 

— 

«=» 

| l 

m 

wtm 

165  and  over  : 

— 

— 

Kn 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

! Totals 

7 

2 

- 

~ 

l 

^ l j 

- 

The  following  table 

shows 

the 

number 

of  new 

notificatic 

is  Uli  X WJJUUiiQiJ  lUUCi. 

according  to  sex  for  the  years  1950-59  inclusive. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

N on- Pulm onar y 
Tuberculosis 

Total 

All  Forms 

M 

; F : 

Total 

M i F 

Total  1 

1950 

5 

; 15  : 

20  1 

1 1 3 

j 

4 I 

24 

1951 

15 

i lo  I 

25  i 

3 1 - 

3 i 

28 

1952 

7 

3 1 

10 

r 2 

3 

13 

1953 

6 

7 

13  1 

- ; 2 

i 

2. 

15 

1954 

7 

i 7 i 

14 

•"»  CTM, 

MM 

14 

1955 

6 

5 

11  \ 

1 1 

2 

13 

1956 

2 

1 ® 

9 1 

- j 3 

3 

12 

1957 

4 

! 6 I 

10  I 

3 

3 

13 

1958 

5 

| 4 ! 

9 1 

1 ; 2 

3 1 

12 

1959 

7 

| 2 

9 ! 

M<  M, 

o 

- 15  — 

Occupation 

«*—  MKIWM.JlOa 

Of  those  suffering  from  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  1 was  a Miner  1 
Grave  Digger,  1 Apprentice  Fitter,  1 Motor  Mechanic,  1 Factory  ’ 

Hand,  1 Labourer,  1 infant  and  1 in  the  Merchant  Uavv  and  2 
occupation  unknown.  ..  ; J * 
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The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  and  type  of 
houses  provided  by  the  Council  in  pre-war  and  post-war  periods* 


The  number  and  types  of  Pre-war  Houses  are  as  follows 


Estate 

A 1 

A 2 

A 3 

A 4 

B 3 

Total 

Broonhill 

100 

30 

... 

— 

— 

130 

Eppleton 

— 

10 

22 

2 

- 

34 

He  t ton 

- 

135 

180 

- 

- 

315 

Peat  Carr 

— 

167 

57 

14 

- 

238 

Easington  Lane  (Old  Site) 

- 

29 

154 

- 

36 

219 

Prospect 

20 

63 

25 

9 

DM 

117 

East  Rainton 

4 

152 

57 

5 

— 

218 

Moorsley 

12 

— 

— 

12 

Springwell  Terrace 

- 

24 

12 

- 

MM 

36 

Mill  Terrace 

- 

8 

4 

— 

12 

136 

618 

511 

30 

„36_ 

1331 

B»aOMMCaB£» 

Houses  completed  between 

the  end  of 

the 

War  and  the 

31st 

December s 1959* 

Estate 

A 1 

A 2 

LI 

A 4 

Sp.  6 

BR. 

Total 

Caroline  Street 

MBS 

10 

MM 

MM 

10 

Pemberton  & Richard  St* 

16 

— 

_ 

16 

Peat  Carr 

- 

54 

70 

2 

126 

The  Lawns 9 Eas.  Lane 

24 

— 

— 

M» 

24 

Prospect 

2 

59 

96 

8 

MM 

165 

Moorsley 

18 

32 

56 

4 

M» 

no 

Moorsley  (55  Houses) 

12 

34 

9 

— 

55 

Low  Downs 

- 

36 

36 

4 

— 

76 

Gargles  Farm  Estate 

58 

124 

80 

6 

1 

269 

Brickgarth 

24 

58 

31 

|M 

H3 

Mur ton  Lane 

4 

6 

MM 

- 

10 

Mill  Terrace 

— 

2 

MM 

4MM 

2 

East  Rainton 

12 

2 

MM 

14 

Shaws  Row 

4 

14 

10 

M 

MM 

28 

Derwent  Street 

10 

29 

13 

MM 

52 

Hetton  House  Grounds 

— 

1 

1 

Moorsley 

— 

11 

3 

-i. 

14 

Prospect 

2 

tM 

9 

High  Street 

14 

16 

•Ml 

•MB 

30 

George  Street 

- 

16 

8 

— 

MM 

24 

188 

51,3 

415 

24 

1 

1141 

Notifiable  Disease 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 

Pulmonary  )Male 

Tuberculosis  )'Female 
Non_Pulmonar y)Ma le 
Tuberculosis  ) Female 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Meningococcal  infection 
Typhoid  Fever 
Small  Pox 
Dysentery 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Para-typhoid  Fever 
Acute  Encephalitis 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
A cute  Poli o-Encepha litis 
Food  Poisoning 
Malaria 

Totals 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1959  - Shovdng  Age  Incidence  and  Distribution 
Number  of  Cases  Notified 


At  Ages  - Years 


Total  number  of  cases 
notified  in  each  Ward 


pH 

CD 

I 


C\2 

1 ! 

i ^ 

o 

; JPi 

i O : 

in  : 

ir\  ! 

to 

i to 

i — i 

1 rH 

j ft  j 
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^ ; 
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j 1 | 

1 1 

| 1 

l ! 
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i | 

i i 

i | 

1 

1 — 1 

i ™ i 

co ; 

^ i 

IT\  : 

o 

! uo  1 

o ! 

to  1 

1 

rH 

I H j 

ft  : 

co  ; 

?h  r 

CD 

> 

O | 

TO:  I 1 

£ : CD 
CD  ; -P 


to 

£ 

£ 

O 

ft 


Q) 

£ 

CD 

ft 


tD 

CD 

o 

> 

rH  1 

o 

o 

co  : 

o 

s 

-P  ( 

i — i 

CD 

•H  i 

ft 

ft  : 

Ph 

to 

CD 

ra 

o 

ft 

CD 

ft 

m 

• 

CD 

o 

O 

O 

-p 

ft 

£ 

O 

•H 

-P 

CD 

rH 

£ 

ft 

O 

ft 


1.28 p27 .30  61  j 1 [ 1 | 189  i 81 

~| — 3L 1 l.l .4.4 9; 4!  10  ! i i I j 2Q  I 8 


' : • 00 

? : 

i 1 ~ j 

.......  ....... 

i.)  .......n. ........ ......  • n. ................... ^ 

7 f” *5 ? 1.... , . 1 : j 

: 

|<v ; < ........ ...1. 

i ! | 

I 

11  31  37  36  37  76  2 4 2 10 

5 | 

5 (25S  j 105  J 42 

J 

59  | 52 

258  ; 9(3  13.7 
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Houses  completed 

during  1959 

Site 

A 1 

A 2 

LI 

Total 

High  Street 

4 

2 

MS 

6 

George  Street 

16 

8 

24 

4 

18 

8 

30 

1°  Summary  of  work  done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector's 
Department  during  the  year  19*9. 


New  Houses  Completed 
during  the  year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing 

33 

► 

- 

33 

Authority 

(c)  By  Private  Persons 

- 

7 

7 

Total  No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  - 5^459 


2 • CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION  OF  HOUSES 

A.  Formal  Action 


(i)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a result 
of  Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a 
result  of  formal  action 

(iii)  No.^of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  individual 
unfit  houses  demolition  of  which  temporarily 
postponed. 

(i\r)  No.  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation 


9 

128 
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B.  Informal  Action. 


(i)  No.  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 
as  a result  of  informal  action  and  not  included 
above 


o o o o o 


RECONDITIONING  AND  REPAIR 


3*  No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  procedure 
under  Housing  Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommodation) 
or  Public  Health  Acts  $ 

(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  28 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice  ...  - 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


4.  R-iPROVEMENT  GRANTS  : HOUSING  ACTS,  1949/59 


(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local 
Authority  ...  ...  ... 


No.  of  separate  houses 
Discretionary  Standard 
Grant  Grant 


17  1 


(b)  Applications  rejected  by  Local 

Authority  ... 

(c)  Total  No.  of  applications  approved 

since  inception  of  scheme 


Total  No.  of  grants  paid  since 


inception  of  scheme 


1 


• O 9 


• » • 


90 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY 

«■*— tmmtm ammjmm amm  n n ■ ■■■o— —nit 


i 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
Served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Legal 
Proceed- 
ings and 
General 
Remarks 

{Housing  s 

| Public  Health  and 

Hous ing  Acts  ... 

192 

39 

28 

i 

| 

j Overcrowding  

- 

- 

— 

- 

[Sanitary  Conveniences  s 
j Insufficient  ... 

{ Defective  ... 

22 

11 

11 

[Drainage  . . . ...  . . 

73 

6 

— 

6 

(Water  Supply  ... 

192 

9 

— 

9 

[Food  Premises  ... 

386 

18 

— 

18 

(Shops  Act  ... 

72 

— 

— 

[Dairies  ...  ... 

— 

— 

« 

(Slaughter  Houses  : 

PubllC  oo.  ...  eo 

j Private  ...  ... 

537 

4 

— 

4 

[Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

8 

2 

«» 

2 

(Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

«•=*» 

(Factories  & Workplaces 

59 

3 

— 

3 

(Keeping  of  Animals  * . . 

27 

5 

— 

5 

(Insanitary  Ashpits  and 
j Receptacles  ... 

3 

1 

1 

(Offensive  accumulations 

19 

3 

_ 

3 

[Smoke  Nuisances 

47 

5 

4 

[Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949 

399 

14 

- 

14 

I Total 

2036 

120 

- 

108 

Ashpits  converted  into  water-closets  ... 
Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets 
Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District 
Total  number  of  ash-closets  in  District 
Total  number  of  ashpit  privies  in  District 


9 


0 


5912 

119 

17 


0 9 9 
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Sanitary  Gir  cum  stance  s , of  , the;  Are  a 

The  administration  of  the  water  supply  for  the  district 

passed  from  the  Council  to  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields 
Water  Company  on  the  1st  April  1959 s but  there  was  in  actual 
fact 'little  change  in  the  nature  of  the  water  supplied  through- 
out the  Urban  Area  and  as  in  previous  years  the  supply  was 
satisfactory  in  both  quality  and,  quantity.  Every  dwelling 
house  in  the  district  was  supplied  direct  with  water  from  the  main. 

The  supply  originates  from  three  sources,  namely,  the 
Durham  County  Water  Board  supply  East  and  Middle  Rainton 
districts  direct,  the  water  being  very  soft  in  character.  A 
satisfactory  supply  was  maintained  here  throughout  the  area 
although. at  times  there  appears  to  be  difficulty  in  maintaining 
sufficient  pressure  to  serve  the  higher  part  of  the  East  Rainton 
Housing  Site.  The  supply  was  unaffected  by  any  rationing 
scheme  due  to  drought. 

The  National  Coal  Board  supply  the  Moorsley  area,  the  ' 
water  being  largely  spring  water  which  is  gathered  at  Low 
Moorsley,  pumped  to  a storage  tank  at  High  Moorsley  and  from 
there  supplies  High  and  Low  Moorsley  by  gravity.  v Having 
regard  to  its  source  this  water  is  fairly  hard  and ' although 
found  to  be  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  during  the 
year  it  was  found  that  from  time  to  tine  there  were  temporary 
variations  in  the  quality  after  heavy  rainfall.  The  National 
Coal  Board  also  supply  certain  outlying  farms,  the  water  in 
this  case  coming  from  Eppleton  Colliery  and  being  of' a very 
satisfactory  quality  but  also  very  hard.  This  supply  was 
also  taken  over  by  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water 
Company  but  responsibility  lor  one  maintenance  of  the  reservoir 
was  apparently  left  with  the  National  Coal  Board  for  the  time  being 

The  remainder  of  the.  areq  was.  . supplied  from  the  Council  >s 
own  undertaking,  Hetton,  Hetton  Downs  and  Easington  Lane.  Wards 
being  served  by  water  pumped  into  a storage  reservoir  at 
Eppleton  Colliery  where  it  was •treated  by  the  chi oremine  method 
and  then  distributed,  a secondary  storage  reservoir  being 
provided  at  Easington  Lane,  this  being  necessary  to  serve 
some  of  the  higher  parts  of  that  area. 
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For  some  years  however  a considerable  amount  of  water  has 
also  been  taken  from  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water 
Company !s  mains  to  implement  the  local  supply.  The  amount 
thus  taken  has  steadily  increased  until  a very  large  portion  of 
Hetton  and  Easington  Lane  Wards  are  served  with  this  water 
which  is  considerably  softer  than  the  Eppleton  water.  The 
latter  being  pumped  from  deep  limestone  strata  is  very  hard 
and  therefore  not  in  all  respects  suitable  for  domestic  use* 
it  is  very  pure  at  the  source  however  and  both  as  regards 
quality  and-  quantity  it  was  possible  to  maintain  a satisfactory 
supply  throughout  the  period  under  review* 

The  Surveyor 1 s Department  took  samples  of  water  for 
bacteriological  examination  from  the  Council 1 s own  undertaking 
until  the  change  over,  following  which  the  Health  Department 
took  over  the  work  of  sampling  this  supply,  and  also  took 
weekly  samples  of  water  from  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  and 
National  Coal  Board  supplies  and  from  portions  of  Easington  Lane 
and  Hetton  which  were  served  by  water  from  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Company1  s mains*  These  samples  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  in  addition 
periodical  samples  of  these  waters  were  also  taken  for  chemical 
analysis.  During  the  year  under  review  the  Health  Department 
submitted  189  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  and  of 
these  only  9 were  substandard,  generally  to  a minor  extent. 

Local  flushing  of  the  mains  affected  cleared  up  the  trouble  and 
check  samples  taken  subsequently  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  bacteriological,  examination  of  samples  is  carried  out 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland,  free  of  charge, 
and  tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  ready  co-operation  and  advice 
at  all  times  afforded  by  Dr.  Crone,  the  principal  of  the  laboratory. 

The  following  table  sets  out  results  of  a typical  chemical 
analysis  from  each  of  the  supplies  concerned  and  makes  evident 
the  widely  differing  characteristics  of  the  four  water  supplies 
in  use  in  the  area,  namely 
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Chlorine  as  chlorides 

62.1 
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Free  ammonia 

: Trace 

Trace 

0.04 
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Albuminoid  ammonia 

Trace 

Trace 

Trace 

0.02 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 
Oxygen  absorbed  (4 

6.00 

6.00 

0.30 

0.40 

hours  at  80°  F. ) 

1. 

1.2 
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Total  hardness 
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76 

Permanent  hardness 

345 
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35 

Temporary  hardness 

265  I 
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41 

Lead  & Copper 
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Sat. 
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Sat. 
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examination  of 
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Sat. 

Sat. 

Sat  . j 

Sat . 

pH  Value 

7.4  j 

7.5 

7e0 

7.3 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  Urban  Area  is  adequately  sewered , the  sewers  with 
one  exception  draining  to  the  Council1 s Glebe  Sewage  works 
at  Rainton  Bridge.  The  works  were  constructed  to  modern 
standards  in  1937  and  have  functioned  very  satisfactorily 
since.  The  only  unsatisfactory  aspect  of  the  sewerage  system 
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exists  at  Middle  Rainton*  the  few  remaining  houses  in  Front 
Street  here*  a good  proportion  of  which  are  served  by  water 
closets*  drain  into  a sewer  which  is  in  poor  condition  and 
virtually  discharges  into  an  open  ditch#  The  future  life  of 
the  properties  is*  however*  very  short  and  no  redevelopment  of 
the  site  is  visualised*  therefore  no  action  has  been  taken*  in 
fact*  although  the  system  is  kept  under  regular  observation 
very  little  nuisance  appears  to  arise  from  it. 

Housing  developments  in  the  district  brought  about 
necessary  extensions  to  soil  and  surface  water  sewers  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  new  drainage  work*  the  latter  being 
subject  to  examination  and  testing  by  the  Health  Department 
with  the  exception  of  work  carried  out  on  the  Council’s 
Housing  Sites. 

The  sewage  works  and  sewers  were  subject  to  a routine 
half-yearly  treatment  for  the  destruction  of  rats  as  in 
previous  years. 

During  the  year  under  review  it  was  necessary  to  serve  6 
informal  notices  requiring  the  repair  of  defects  in  house 
drains  but  it  was  not  necessary  in  any  case  to  follow  up  the 
informal  notice  with  a statutory  notice. 

Closet  Accommodation 

At  the  end  of  1959  dwelling  houses  and  other  premises  in 
the  Urban  Area  were  served  by  sanitary  conveniences  of  the, 
following  types*  namely  :- 


prater  Closets 
Ash  Closets 
Ash-pit  Privies 
Chemical  closets 


5,912 


119 

17 

3 


These  figures  have  in  recent  years  varied  very  little  as 
houses  demolished  exceed  those  built  in  replacement  although 
in  some  cases  works  done  under  improvement  grants  etc.*  to 
houses  have  provided  an  additional  water  closet  inside.  The 
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ash  closets  and  privies  listed  serve  houses  which  are  either 
already  subject  to  demolition  orders  or  scheduled  for  clearance 
in  the  near  future , making  it  uneconomical  to  convert  the 
existing  privy. 

Refuse  Collection. and  Disposal 

Following  the  practice  of  previous  years  this  service  was 
carried  out  by  direct  labour  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Health  Department , the  staff  employed  comprising  four  lorries 
with  drivers  and  eight  fillers.  An  additional  lorry  and  driver 
are  employed  part-time  for  the  collection  of  salvage  and  trade 
refuse , this  coming  mainly  from  business  premises  and  the 
collection  subject  to  a charge.  The  driver  also  carries  out 
sorting  and  baling  of  the  material  collected  and  this  is 
subsequently  marketed. 

A relay  system  is  employed  on  collection  of  house  refuse 
and  works  well  as  it  is  possible  for  the  lorries  to  operate  a 
shuttle  service  to  and  from  the  tips  and  ensure  that  fillers 
are  constantly  employed,  moreover  it  obviates  overloading  of 
the  lorries  and  time  wasted  in  trimming  the  load  to  get  a few 
more  bins  on.  In  some  scattered  areas,  however,  it  is  still 
necessary  to  split-up  the  teams  and  follow  the  slower  method 
of  working. 

The  number  of  premises  to  be  dealt  with  has  remained 
fairly  static  as  although  there  has  been  a considerable  amount 
of  new  building  the  demolition  of  older  houses  has  .compensated 
for  this.  The  lay-out  of  post-war  housing  estates,  however, 
has  without  doubt  considerably  increased  the  work  of  the 
collectors  as  it  is  now  invariably  necessary  to  carry  bins  for 
increasing  distances.  For  this  reason  wheeled  bin  carriers 
have  been  provided  to  ease  the  work  of  the  men  but  unfortunately 
it  is  not  always  possible  to  use  these  to  the  best  advantage 
owing  to  the  many  steps  which  have  to  be  negotiated.  Comparing 
this  with  conditions  which  existed  in  the  past  where  it  was 
often  possible  to  carry  out  collection  simultaneously  frcm 
both  sides  of  a back  street,-  the  tempo  of  the  work  has  been 
considerably  slowed  but  fortunately  there  is  no  doubt  a trend 
for  the  amount,  of  refuse  collected  to  be  loss  bulky  and  weighty. 
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A standard  type  of  24,!  x IB”  ashbin  is  in  almost  general 
use,  the  standardisation  being  possible  as  for  many  years  a 
scheme  has  been  in  operation  for  the  renewal  of  defective 
bins,  the  collectors  reporting  each  day  on  bins  which  are 
worn  out  or  ragged  and  the  owner  of  the  property  is  notified 
and  given  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  a'  new  bin  at  reasonable 
cost.  As  a result,,  very  few  dilapidated  bins  are  to  be 
seen,  the  ..average  price  of  those  supplied  during  the  year 
was  24/~.  The  number  of  bins  supplied  under  this  scheme 
during  the  year  for  privately  owned  houses  only  was  65. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  although  the  standardised  bin  is  of 
large  size,,  it  is  in  fact  in  many  case  inadequate  to  store 
the  weeks  refuse,,  this  despite  the  modern  heating  appliances 
installed  in  Council  houses  and  the  modernisation  schemes 
which  have  been  completed  in  the  majority  of  the  older 
Colliery  houses. 

Fortunately,  the  district  has  not  in  recent  years  had 
much  of  a problem  in  connection  with  the  stone  content  of 
coal,  which  was,  in  the  past,  and  in  isolated  cases  still  is, 
picked  out  and  cast  upon  the  adjacent  street  when  workmens 
coals  are  delivered.  The  number  of  stones  put  out  in  this 
manner  have  gradually  diminished  over  the  years,  and  in  any 
case,  if  the  householder  would  place  them  in  reasonable 
quantities  in  the  bin,  although  they  cannot  be  regarded  in 
.any  sense  as  household  refuse,  they  are  invariably  collected. 

Trade  refuse  is  dealt  with  by  separate  collection,  a 
nominal  charge  being  levied  for  this  and  the  majority  of 
tradespeople  in  the  area  take1  advantage  of  the  scheme  and 
as  shop  waste  consists  mainly  of  wrapping  paper  and  containers, 
this  is  sorted  and  baled  and  sold  to  the  paper  mills,  it  in 
fact  comprises  the  greater  portion  of  our  salvage  materials 
as  house  to  house  collection  of  this  has  been  dropped  owing 
to  the  steadily  decreasing  prices  obtained  for  materials 
making  it  doubtful  whether  the  collection  and  handling  is  an 
economic  project.  During  the  period  under  review  20  tons 
6 cwts.  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  were  disposed  of  thus 
providing  an  income  of  £121  16s.  Od. 
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All  house  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  and  as  it  is 
only  possible  to  obtain  comparatively  small  quantities  of  low 
grade  soil  or  builders  rubbish  for  covering , full  control 
cannot  be  exercised.  It  is  found,  however,  that  regular 
use  qf  a tractor  to  scrape  and  consolidate  the  surface  is 
very  effective  and  as  a part-time  attendant  is  also  employed 
it  is  possible  to  keep  the  tips  tidy  and  nuisance  free. 
Furthermore,  in  recent  years,  the  majority  of  our  tipping 
space  has  been  provided  by  farmers  who  require  land  levelled 
up  and  ponds  filled  and  as  they  are  invariably  anxious  to  get 
this  land  restored  to  useful  tillage,  large  areas  have  been 
rapidly  restored  to  agricultural  use  and  the  crude  refuse 
has  provided  extremely  good  crops,  in  fact,  over  the  passage 
of  a season  a stranger  would  not  be  aware  that  a refuse  tip 
had  existed.  Results  like  this  are,  of  course,  only  possible 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  farmer  concerned  and  we  have 
been  exceedingly  fortunate  in  this  respect. 

The  main  tip  in  use  during  1959  was  situated  at  the 
Hazard  Colliery.  This  tip,  which  embraces  a widespread 
area  situated  amongst  disused  colliery  spoil  heaps  has  been 
in  use  for  many  years  and  there  is  now  danger  of  over 
tipping  here.  Fortunately,  land  fairly  near  at  Stobbley 
Moor  which  included  a very  large  pond  was  placed  at  our 
disposal  and  as  the  farmer  concerned  was  anxious  to  have  this 
restored  quickly  most  of  the  refuse  went  to  this  latter  site 
and  by  the  end  of  1959  the  major  portion  of  the  restoration 
had  been  completed.  Moorsley  Quarry,  which  was  originally 
a very  large  excavation  has,  in  a very  short  period  of  years, 
been  filled  up  and  levelled,  the  intention  is  to  eventually 
utilise  this  site  as  a playground  and  it  is  now  taking  only 
a comparatively  small  amount  of  refuse  emanating  from  the 
Moorsley  area*  A quarry  at  Elen ore  Woods  was  also  in  use, 
taking  a good  part  of  the  refuse  from  the  Easington  Lane  Ward. 
This  again  was  a free  tip  provided  by  the  National  Coal  Board, 
who  were  anxious  to  have  support  given  to  faults  in  the  quarry 
walls  which  were  spreading  owing  to  subsidence.  This  tip 
was  virtually  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 
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We  were  again  in  the  fortunate  position  of  having 
sufficient  tipping  area  available  but  it  is  debateable  how 
long  this  position  can  be  maintained  and  tipping  space  is 
likely  to  prove  an  acute  problem  in  the  future.  Wide- 
spread building  operations  pose  the  question  of  finding 
sites  sufficiently  remote  from  houses  to  be  nuisance  free 
and  it  may  well  be  that  some  more  elaborate , and  therefore 
expensive,  method  of  disposal  may  have  to  be  adopted.  The 
actual  position  at  present  is  that  we  are  called  upon  to  deal 
with  too  many  tips  simultaneously,  it  would  be  much  preferable 
to  concentrate  on  the  maximum  of  two  sites  to  suit  the  needs 
of  the  area  and  get  them  filled,  levelled'  and  restored  to 
agricultural  use  rather  than  to  disperse  refuse  over  a 
greater  number  of  small  sites.  We  have,  however,  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  farmers  in  this  respect  as  they  invariably 
offer  the  tip  free  with  the  expectation  that  filling  is 
proceeded  with  expeditiously.  It  is  not  perhaps  realised 
that  a great  amount  of  tipping  space  is  taken  up  by 
contractors  for  the  dumping  of  building  rubbish  and  excavated 
material,  usually  emanating  from  house  demolitions,  but  it  • 
must  be  recognised  that  this  demand  exists  and  therefore 
tipping  space  for  this  type  of  refuse  should  be  provided. 

Many,  however,  indulge  in  indiscriminate  dumping,  often  on  a 
freshly  levelled  tip  surface  and  therefore  from  time  to  tine 
it  has  been  necessary  to  close  the  tips. to  outsiders,  and 
the  general  practice  is  to  permit  tipping  of  this  nature  in 
a restricted  area  on  each  tip  making  a nominal  charge  for 
every  load  of  rubbish  dumped.  This,  of  course,  applies 
only  to  the  sites  which  are  leased  to  the  Council  as 
naturally  farmers  will  not  tolerate  rubbish  of  this  kind  on 
land  which  are  are  re- claiming  for  tillage. 

A daily  return  of  loads  collected  is  submitted  by  each 
driver  and  recorded,  it  is  unfortunately  not  possible,  owing 
to  lack  of  weighbridge  facilities,  to  weigh  all  loads. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  scavenging  teams  dealt  with 
an  average  weekly  total  of  116.55  loads,  being  an  approximate 
total  tonnage  of  15,152,  the  equivalent  of  2y  tons  per  house 
per  annum.  The  number  of  premises  dealt  with  by  the  service 
was  5,901  although  it  must  be  appreciated  that  a great  number 
of  these  had  multiple  bins  installed.  The  approximate  cost 
per  house  was  £1o98. 
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The  Shops  Act 

The,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  also  Inspector 
under  the  Shops  Act  and  these  premises  were  regularly 
visited  and  inspected  during  1959 • 

A large , number  of  improvements  to  premises  were  carried 
out,  in  fact  several  shops  were  virtually  re-built,  and  the 
opportunity  was  taken  when  this  work  was  carried  out  to 
obtain  full  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and 
also  resulted  in  every  case  in  improved  conditions  for  the 
employees.  Most  of  the  shops  are  without  exception  equipped 
with  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  rest  room  and  washing 
facilities  for  their  staff  and  ail  food  shops  have  been 
provided  with  a constant  supply  of  hot  water,  generally  by 
the  installation  of  gas  or  electric  water  heaters.  There 
are  however,  four  small  lock-up  shops,  one  of  these  being 
situated  in  Hetton  and  three  in  Easington  Lane  where  space 
is  too  restricted  to  provide  sanitary  accommodation  and 
exemption  certificates  were  in  force  with  respect  to  theses 
all  these  shops  were,  however,  provided  with  hot  water  supply 
and  washing  facilitiss  and  public  conveniences  were  reasonably 
accessible.  Furthermore,  in  connection  with  the  shop  in 
Hetton,  a change  of  ownership  and  use  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  appeared  likely  to  bring  about  a re-arrangement  which  • 
would  make  sanitary  accommodation  on  the  premises  available. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  the  enforcement  of  closing 
hours  and  no  -complaints  were  received  regarding  hours  worked 
by  assistants,  generally  in  fact,  nowadays,  the  majority  of 
shopkeepers  observe  far  shorter  opening  hours  than  those 
required  under  the  Act. 


A very  large  number  of  shops,  including  small  general 
shops,  have  now  installed  refrigeration  cabinets  which  provide 
for  the  storage  and  sale  of  a very  large  variety  of  frozen 
foodo.  The  sale  of  many  oi  these  foods  is  not  permitted  on 
Sundays  although  the  shops  selling  them  are  open  on  that  day 
for  the  sale  of  other  commodities.  The  position  is  therefore 
kept  under  close  observation  and  all  the  shopkeepers  affected 
received  a warning  letter.  It  has  not,  however,  been  necessary 
to  take  action  with  regard  to  any  infringements. 
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Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Camping  Sites 

The  Urban  area  has  no  recognised  camping  sites  although 
there  has  never  been  a problem  with  regard  to  this  type  of 
dwelling.  It  .was  founds  -however,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,, 
largely  owing  to  action  taken  by  adjoining  authorities  to 
clear  up  sites,  that  there  was  a tendency  for  a small  influx 
of  caravan  dwellers  which  had  to  be  dealt  with  and  we  have, 
of  course,,  also  the  seasonal  passage  through  the  district  of 
gypsy  caravans  occupied  by  itinerant  hawkers.  The  latter 
gave  rise  to  complaints  from  time  to  time  and  although  the 
powers  for  dealing  with  this  type  of  dwelling  are  very 
restricted,  it  was  always  found  possible  to  move  then  on 
within  a reasonable  time. 

Two  sites  are  occupied  for  periods  as  fairgrounds  by 
showmen  and  during  their  use  for  this  purpose  they  are  kept 
under  supervision  to  ensure  that  adequate  arrangements  are 
maintained  for  water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation  and 
refuse  disposal.  The  occupiers  are  invariably  very 
co-operative  and  little  difficulty  was  experienced  with 
maintaining  the  sites  in  a satisfactory  condition,  although 
in  connection  with  one  site  situated  in  He t ton  there  is  a 
tendency  for  this  to  be  used  as  winter  quarters  and  the 
occupants  tend  to  remain  for  protracted  periods.  This 
question  of  caravan  dwellers  is  likely  to  pose  a problem  in 
the  future.  There  is  an  increasing  tendency  for  the  use  of 
this  type  of  dwelling  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
housing  accommodation.  Many  of  the  people  find  after 
investing  their  savings  that  they  are  not  suited  to  caravan 
life  and  eventually  obtain  other  accommodation,  but  quite  a 
number  prefer  this  type  of  dwelling  and  are  prepared  to  spend 
a considerable  anount  of  money  to  obtain  comfortable  surroundings. 
To  meet  the  needs  of  these  people  it  would  appear  reasonable 
to  earmark  a suitable  site,  properly  laid  out,  and  provided 
with  the  necessary  amentities. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

The  Urban  area  has  no  facilities  of  this  kind  although 
there  is  a definite  demand  and  the  provision  of  swimming  baths 
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has  frequently  been  considered.  The  climatic  conditions 
prevailing  would  give  only  a very  restricted  use  for  an  open- 
air  pool  and  as  there  is  also  a shortage  of  halls  suitable 
for  public  functions?  the  provision  of  a covered  swimming 
pool  which  could  be  adapted  and  thus  become  a source  of 
revenue  out  of  season  would  appear  to  be  the  most  desirable. 
The  cost?  however?  of  erecting  and  equipping  such  a building 
and  subsequently  maintaining  it  would  be  considerable  and  it 
is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  project  would  be  self- 
supporting. 

Schools 

Again  during  1959  it  was  not  necessary  to  close  any 
school  due  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  and  also 
there  was  no  necessity  to  maintain  a scheme  for  the  treatment 
of  scabies.  The  schools  throughout  the  area  are  noteable 
for  the  very  high  standard  of  hygiene  maintained  and  the 
Health  Department  are  indebted  to  the  teachers  for  their 
ready  co-operation  at  all  tines  when  enquiries  affecting 
the  welfare  of  pupils  were  necessary. 


ihe  Central  School  Kitchen  is  situated  at  Easington  Lane 
and  tnis  was  regularly  inspected  and  it  was  invariably  found 
that  a very  high  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained. 

Public  Houses,  Halls  and  Cinemas 

A very  high  standard  of  hygiene  is  maintained  in  these 
premises  throughout  the  area  and  frequent  schemes  of 
modernisation  are  being  carried  out  at  most  of  the  licenced 
premises  with  resulting  improvements  in  the  sanitary 
accommodation.  These  premises  are  inspected  at  regular 
intervals  and  certificates  are  issued  regarding  the °condit ions 
found  at  all  licensed  houses  for  the  guidance  of  the  Justices 
at  the  Brewster  Sessions.  The  issue''  of  an  adverse  certificate 
by  the  department  would  create  difficulty  in  renewing  the 
licence. 

Following  action  by  the  department?  additional  ladies* 
conveniences  were  provided  at  two  public  houses?  both  of  these 
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houses  were  of  comparatively  modern  construction  having  been 
built  just  prior  to  the. war  but  the  existing  ladies1 
convenience  was  so  situated  that  customers  in  the  lounge  had 
to  traverse  the  bar  or  go  outside  and  walk  round  to  their 
convenience ^ and  therefore  the  Brewers  were  requested  to 
provide  additional  conveniences  at  the  lounge  end  of  the 
building  which  they  eventually  dida 

All  the  public  houses  and  clubs  in  the  area. are  well 
equipped  with  washing  facilities  in  the  bars. 

Food  Inspection 

A good  amount  of  reconstruction  and  improvement  work 
was  carried'  out  to  shops  during  the  year  under  review  and 
ail  food  premises  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  the  larger  shops  also  being  equipped 
with. staff  rest  rooms.  There  are  however,  a very  large 
number  of  small  general  shops  with  the  proprietor  residing 
in  the  house  attached  and  almost  invariably  either  no 
assistants  or  a single  assistant  employed  and  in  these  also 
there  has  been  found  no  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  necessary  amenities 
for  the  workers. 

The  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  in  this 
connection  a large  amount  of  tinned  goods  are  examined,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  condemn 
owing  to  their  unfitness  for  human  consumption.  Tins  so 
condemned,  most  of  which  have  no  salvage  value  and  are  In  an 
offensive  condition,  are  collected  and  disposed  of  on  the 
refuse  tips. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of 
premises  where  food  is  sold  and  prepared. 
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School  Kitchen  ...  ... 

• • « 

0 © • 

1 

Colliery  Canteens 

• • • 

2 

Cafes  or  Snack  Bars  .... 

• © • 

4 

Fish  and  Chips  ...  ... 

• « • 

11 

Butchers  ...  

• • • 

17 

Fruiters  ...  ...  ... 

9 • • 

10 

Bakers  & Confectioners 

t • • 

17 

Grocery  ...  ...  ... 

* 0 « 

30 

General  ...  ...  .0. 

• # « 

44 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 
Premises  registered  for  the 

# • © 

sale 

of 

3 

ice  cream  ...  ... 

o • 0 

« • 0 

60 

There  were  13  private  slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the 
district  during  the  year  under  review  and  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  examined  all  animals  slaughtered  for  human 
consumption,  although  to  maintain  this  one  hundred'  per  cent, 
inspection,  overtime  working  is  necessary,  as  a considerable 
amount  of  week-end  slaughter  takes  place.  A very  good  class 
of  animal  is  generally  killed  and  the  incidence  of  disease 
found  has  in  recent  years  steadily  decreased.  Where 
carcases  and  edible  organs  had  to  be  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  they  we  re  sprayed  with  a strong,  green  dye 
and  sold  to  manufacturers  of  pet  foods  who  guarantee  that 
none  of  the  meat  is  used  for  human  consumption. 

The  slaughterhouses  are  generally  well  maintained  and  in 
reasonably  good  condition.  The  majority  of  the  butchers  were 
willing  and  anxious  to  improve  their  premises  but  in  view  of 
the  uncertain  position  of  the  private  slaughterhouse,  major 
alterations  have  not  been  encouraged.  One  Co-operative 
Society,  however,  completely  reconstructed  their  slaughter- 
house premises  to  modern  standards  during  the  year  and  towards 
the  end  of  1959<>  when  consideration  was  given  to  the  granting 
of  licences  for  the  ensuing  period,  six  slaughterhouse 
proprietors  were  asked  to  carry  out  works  to  bring  their 
premises  up  to  standard  and  one  additional  slaughterhouse 
proprietor  decided  not  to  pursue  his  application  for  a licence. 
The  work  thus  done  was  a decided  step  forward  towards  bringing 
these  premises  completely  into  compliance  with  the  requirements 


34 


*nj 


of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  as,  when  the  work  of  improvements 
were  carried  out  the  provision  of  stunning  pens  was  visualised 
and  the  premises  planned  around  this  focal  point,  A very 
high  standard  of  hygienic  conditions  is  maintained  resulting 
in  a noteable  improvement  in  the  conditions  and  keeping 
qualities,  of  the  meat  produced,  bone  taint  and  similar 
conditions  being  unknown.  The  majority  of  the  butchers  now 
appear  to  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  staff  as  the 
position  with  regard  to  trained  slaughtermen  has  gradually 
improved,'  All  slaughter;: :on  are  licensed  by  the  Council 
annually  and  at  the  end  of  1959  the  number  so  licensed  was  45* 

The  district  is  an  exporting  area,  that  is,  the  number 
of  food  animals  slaughtered  are  in  excess  of  the  meat 
requirements  of  the  resident  population,  and  therefore,  the 
Council  has  been  in  receipt  for  some  years  of  a government 
grant  in  respect  of  the  supervision  of  the  Slaughter  of  this 
surplus « 

4 ...  , • u *■  . . 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  carcases  and 
offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 

Milk  and  Dairies 

The  distribution  of  liquid  milk  in  the  district  is 
carried  out  by  only  two  organisations,  namely  The  Houghton 
Dairynen?s  Association  who  were  founded  by  a combination  of 
existing  milk  retailers  and  farmers  in  the  area,  supplied 
pasteurised,  Channel  Island  pasteurised  and  tuberculin 
tested  pasteurised  milk  together  with  a considerable  quantity 
of  raw  tuberculin : tested  milk.  They  originally  had  their  own 
pasteurisation  plant  at  H ought on-le-Spr in g and  processed  a 
good  quantity  of  milk  here,  but  this  plant  has  now  been. closed- 
downs  and  the  pasteurised  milks  they  marketed  are  obtained 
from  the  Milk  Marketing  Board,  the  raw  milk  being  collected 
direct  from  local  farmers. 


The  East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies  serve  the  customers 
of  the  Co-operative  Societies  and  distribute  pasteurised  and 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected . and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle  j 

Excluding  Cows  ! Calves 
Cows 

; Number  killed  (if  ! 0 _ 77 _ ! 

known)  I 2410  ! 81  ! 80 

: Number  inspected  2410  j 81  80 

Sheep 

1 & 

Lambs 

* 

6858 

6858 

: f 

Pigs  ;Horses- 

1297  I - 1 

: * 

1297 : - "| 

: All  diseases  except  \ ; 

! Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticorci  - 1 - 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

: i 

t 

1 j 

i 

1 

• > 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ  661  H - 

was  condemned 

59 

33  - I 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  .27.4  14.81  - i .86 

disease  other  than 

tuberculosis  and 

cysticerci 

: 

2 • b2;  — 

Tuberculosis  only  j j 

Whole  carcases  2 1 - - ~ 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ  19  10  - - 8 - 

was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  j 
number  inspected  c ! 

affected  with  * ' j 3*5  “ 

tuberculosis 

.61 

CysticercQsis 
Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ  ; _ _ j _ J _ = ; 

was  condemned 

Cases  submitted  to  j i 

treatment  by  “ ” ~ . ~ \ - - 

refrigeration 

Generalised  and 

total  condemned  ; ~ 

Total  weight  of  neat  condemned  1 ton  16  cwt.  2 qrs.  1 st.  11  lbs. 
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tuberculin  tested  pasteurised  milk.  The  Dairies  have  a modern 
milk  depot  which  is  equipped  with  cold  storage  chambers  and  is 
situated  in  Hetton  Downs  Ward  and  here  milk  is  stored  overnight. 
There  is  also  a small  depot  situated  in  Easington  Lane  Ward; 
this  is  not  equipped  with  cold  storage  but  provides  satisfactory 
accommodation  for  the  short  period  during  which  the  milk  is  held. 

Both  these  organisations  also  retail  a good  amount  of 
bottled  sterilised  milk  and  bottle  orange  juice  and  a good 
number  of  general  shops  also  sell  sterilised  milk  supplied 
principally  by  Dairies  in  the  Sunderland  area,  and  at  the  end 
of  1959  40  shops  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  sterilised 
milk. 


The  Health  Department  took  weekly  samples  throughout  the 
year  under  review  from  all  milks  retailed  in  the  area.  These 
were  submitted  to  the  public  Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland, 
where  examinations  are  carried  out  free  of  charge.  Samples 

taken  during  1959  totalled  257  and  of  this  number  26  proved  in 
some  degree  unsatisfactory , the  failures  were  almost  without 
exception  confined  to  the  raw  milks  and  appropriate  action  xnas 
taken  with  satisfactory  results.  In  addition  to  the  routine 
examination  of  the  raw  tuberculin  tested  milk  it  is  also 
submitted  to  examination  for  the  presence  of  Br.  abortus  but 
was  found  throughout  the  period  to  be  free  of  this  organism. 

Ice  Cream 


There  are  only  three  premises  in  the  Urban  area  where 
ice  cream  is  manufactured.  One  of  these  is  situated  at  East 
Rainton  and  was  operated  to  a diminishing  extent  and  two  are 
situated  in  the  Easington  Lane  Ward.  These  establishments 
are  equipped  with  the  most  modern  plant  for  producing  ice  cream 
in  compliance  with  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations.  They  are 
inspected  at  frequent  intervals  and  conditions  were  always 
found  to  be  highly  satisfactory  but  none  are  operating  to  the 
full  extent  of  their  capacity,  the  proprietors  finding  it  more 
convenient  to  retail  pre-packed  proprietary  brands  of  ice 
cream  during  the  winter  months. 
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A large  .number  of ' premises,  mostely  snail  general  shops, 
retail  pre-packed  ice  cream  delivered  in  bulk  free  the  factory. 
All  these,  shops  are  .equipped  with  refrigeration  cabinets  for 
storage  and  the;  premises  are  registered  and  inspected  at 
frequent  intervals,  they  numbered  60  at  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review.  The  commodity  sold  by  these  retailers  is 
always  of  a high  standard  and  only  deteriorates  through  long 
storage  or  unsatisfactory  refrigeration.  The  manufacturers 
themselves  are  very  watchful  with  regard  to  this  point  and  in 
one  case  during  the  year  where  stock  was  found  to  have 
deteriorated  the  manufacturers  cleared  it  and  replaced  it  free 
of  charge,  although  they  were  in  no  way  to  blame  for  the 
condition  of  the  ice  cream. 


Samples  are  taken  weekly  from  various  points  and 
generally  satisfactory  results  were  reported.  During  the 
year  under  review  94  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  16  of  these  proving  in  some 
degree  unsatisfactory.  This  is  a considerable  increase  on 
the  number  of  failures  found  in  previous  years  and  is  entirely 
due  to  the  fact  that  a very  large  amount  of  ice  cream  is  sold 
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by  itinerant  hawkers  coming  from  outside  the  area  in  motor 
vans.  Every  effort  is  made  to  sample  their  wares  as  often 
as  possible  but  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  sample 
at  times  convenient  for  transmission  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  It  may  saiely  be  said  that  almost  one  hundred 
PGr  cent,  o.l  the  samples  which  fail  come  from  these  sources 
and  the  Health  Department  unfortunately  have  no  knowledge  of 
or  control  over,  the  manufacture  of  the  ice  cream  sold 


lb 

in 


this  way. 


Housing 

Continued  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  the 
implementation  of  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  but  progress 
naturally  depends  upon  the  number  of  new  houses  provided  to 
accommodate  displaced  persons.  There  were  no  clearance  areas 
dealt  with-,  but  a large  number  of  houses  were  made  the  subject 
of  Closing  ana  Demolition  Ordeis^  29  houses  were  demolished 
during  the  year  as  a result  of  clearance  schemes,  9 houses 
were  closed  but  not  demolished  and  128  houses  existed  which 
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were  subject  to  Orders  but  the  demolition  of  which  was 
temporarily  postponed » The  majority  of  houses  dealt  with 
during  the  period  were. made  subject  to  Closing  Orders  to 
ensure  that  the  amenities  of  adjoining  houses  were  preserved 
as  far  as  possible  until  comprehensive  clearance  could  be 
effected. 

The  Council’s  policy  of  house  building  by  direct  labour 
was  continued,,  33  houses  being  completed  during  the  year 
under  review  and  in  addition  the  modernisation  of  pre-war 
Council  houses  was  completed. 

Owner  occupiers  took  advantage  of  the  assistance 
available  for  carrying  out  improvement  schemes  to  their 
houses,  17  applications  being  received  'for  discretionary 
grant  and  1 application  for  a standard  grant  and  all  of 
these  were  approved.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a larger 
number  of  house  owners  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
facilities  available,  particularly  the  owners  of  rented 
properties  as  there  are  a very  large  number  of  fundamentally 
sound  houses  in  the  area  which  could  be  given  modern 
amenities  under  the  grant  scheme. 

•8 even  houses  were  erected  by  private  persons  during  I960* 
The  district  has  in.  post-war  years  been  neglected  by  the 
speculative  builder-,  the  few  private  houses  which  have  been 
built  being  'invariably  for  owner  occupiers.  There  is, 
however,  some  indication  of  an  improvement  in  this  direction, 
certainly  there  are  - suitable  sites  available  for  this  purpose. 

i« 

Factories  and  Workshops  ’ 

The  number  of  premises  of  this  nature  in  the  area 
remains  almost  static  and  the  district  would  benefit 
considerably  by  an  infusion  of  light  industry®  The  premises 
are  regularly  inspected  and  it  was  generally  found  that  a 
good  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained.  It  was,  however, 
necessary  to  serve  some  informal,  notices  requiring  improvements 
with  regard  to  closet  accommodation,  ventilation,  cleansing 
and  floor  drainage,  and  also  for  the  provision  of  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire.  The  following  table  gives  particulars 
of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  department  and  the  results 
arising  therefrom. 
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1*  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 
l including  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


1 . :No«  on 

| Premses  (Register 

Number  of 

Inspect-  Written  Occupiers 
ions  Notices  Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec.  ! 

1,2, 3,4  & 6 are  to  be  j g 

enforced  by  Local  Authorities  j 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7 is  45 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

(iiij  Other  Premises  in  which 

Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  3 

Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers'promises) 

21  5 — 

62  27 

4 j 2 

Total 



87  34 

2*  Defects  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  No.  of  casess 
defP.cts  were  found : in  which 

Referred  Prosecutionss 
Remed—  - By  To  were 

ied  | H.M.  H.M. 

^..Inspector 


Pound 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  I 
Overcrowding  (S«2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S*3)! 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ' | 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  | 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sezos 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  i 
(not  including  offences  relating  1 
to. Out-work) 

Total 


6 


2 


3 


6 


1 

3 


! instituted. 


2 


2 


Bakehouses 

At  the  end  of  1959  there  were  five  bakehouses  in 
operations  in  the  Urban  area?  two  of  these  are  well  equipped 
factory  bakehouses  but  the  remainder  only  operate  to  a minor 
extent?  mainly  for  the  production  of  confectionery  and  pies., 
in  fact?  the  majority  of  the  bread  purchased  in  the  area 
nowadays  comes  from  factory  bakehouses  situated  outside  the 
the  district.  Six  general  shops  are  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  pies  only.  These  premises  were  inspected  at 
frequent  intervals  and  a very  high  standard  of  cleanliness 
was  found  to  exist. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Vermin 

The  trend  found  in  recent  years  of  a steady  decline  in 
infested  premises  was  continued  during  the  year  under  review ? 
the.  majority  of  cases  dealt  with  were  for  the  eradication  of 
black  beetles | only  a comparatively  small  number  of  bed  bug 
infestations  were  found  and  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Infestations  by  beetles  were  successfully  treated  by  the 
use  of  a powder  container  pyrethrum  which  has  an  immediate 
M knock  down*1  effect  and  D.D.f.  which  remains  effective  for  a 
considerable  time  and  provides  subsequent  protection.  RoSults? 
which -in  some  cases  might  be  described  as  spectacular ? were 
obtained  but  there  exists  a small  number  of  older  houses 
which  required  periodical  treatment,  the  vermin  being  lodged 
so  deeply  that  only  a comprehensive  scheme  of  repair  and 
improvement  to  the  structure  would  effect  complete  clearance. 

There  have  been  indications  for  quite  a time  now  that 
some  insect  pests  are  developing  a natural  resistance  to  D.D.T. 
and  more  frequent  use  is  being  made  of  nalathion,  which  is 
dispensed  in  powder  form  through  a blower  and  particularly 
In  confined  underfloor  spaces?  has  proved  very  effective. 

Bed  bug  infestation?  which  fortunately?  is  increasingly 
rare?  presents  a more  difficult  problem?  in  some  cases 
requiring  rather  protracted  treatment.  Infestations  are 
primarily  dealt  with  by  fumigation?  ganmexane  generally  being 
used  for  this  purpose  and  found  to  be  very  effective.  This 
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initial  treatment  kills  off  adult  vermin  and  makes  the 
premises  reasonably  safe  for  householders  or  workmen  to 
proceed  with  the  stripping  of  walls,  this  practice  being 
insisted  upon  in  all  but  the  most  superficial  infestations* 
nas?  an  f&ctj  sometimes  been  found  necessary  to  take  down 
picture  rails , architraves  and  skirting  and  treat  woodwork 
with  a thorough  application  by  a blow  loan* 

The  second  treatment  is  given  by  spraying'to  deal  with  vermin 
which  have  subsequently  incubated  and  this  is  followed  by 
a final  treatment  to  ensure  complete  clearance*  Even  after 
all  this  work,  the  complete  co-operation  of  the  householder 
Is  essential,  they  are  asked  to  keep  the  walls  bare  of  paper 
i or  at  least  six  months  following  treatment  and  to  report 
any  isolated  vermin  subsequently  found,  as  stray  survivors 
will  rapidly  start  the  whole  cycle  of  infestation  again* 

Houses  adjoining  those  affected  are  also  inspected  as 
effective  treatment  is  prone  to  cause  the  vermin  to  migrate, 
particularly  in  older  property  where  ready  access  is 
available,  from  house  to  house. 

During  recent  years  a new  problem  has  arisen,  primarily 
on  new  Council  housing  estates  where  extensive  grass  plots 
have  been  laid  down*  This  is  infestation  by  snail  insects 
known  as  clover  mite  which  do  no  actual  damage  but  generally 
congregate  in  very  large  numbers  on  the  inside  of  windows* 

The  infestation  is  purely  seasonal,  and  of  short  duration, 
but  quite  a large  amount  of  spraying  is  carried  out  to  deal 
with  this  trouble  with  very  effective  results* 

Rodent  Control 

The  Health  Department  are  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  so 
far^  as  all  surface  infestations  are  concerned  and  they  deal 
with  infestation  arising  in  dwelling  houses,  business;  premises, 
the  Council's  refuse  tips,  and  agricultural  land,  A very 
large . proportion  of  the  local  farmers  are,  however,  under' 
contract  with  the  County  Agricultural  Committee  and  they 
dealt  with  infestations  on  the  farms  concerned.  The  Council's 
Highways  Department  under  take  the  periodical  treatment  of 
sewers.  Dwelling  houses  are  treated  free  of  charge  but 
where  work  is  carried  out  at  business  premises  or  on 
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agricultural  land,  the  cost  is  recovered  on  a tine  and 
material  basis*  The  charges  made  are  invariably  very  snail 
and  having  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  service  (it 
prevents  the  wastage  of  a very  large  amount  of  foodstuffs 
and  also  does  much  to  check  the  spread  of  disease)  the  actual 
cost  of  operations  is  negligible.  All  preliminary  survey 
work  and  a good  part  of  the  treatment  is  carried  out  by  the 
Health  Inspectors  assisted  by  a part-time  workman  who  operates 
under  their  supervision. 

The  refuse  tips  are  kept  under  constant  supervision 
and  the  cost  of  the  work  is  met  by  the  local  authority. 
Considering  the  nature  of  the  deposits  on  the  tips  they  are 
generally  surprisingly  free  from  rodents. 


It  is  found  that  the  major  proportion  of  the  complaints 
regarding  infestations  enamate  from  Council  houses , many  of 
them  newly  built.  These  infestations  at  times  occur  on 
areas  which  have  been  re-developed  and  where  the  old  drainage 
systems  have  not  been  taken  out  or  effectively  sealed  off. 

It  is  reasonable  to  expect,  however , that  property  of  this 
type  should  be  vermin  proof  and  the  tracing  of  the  point  of 
entrance  of  rodents  and  their  eradication  when  they  are 
established  in  cavity  walls  often  takes  up  a great^deal  of 
time. 


Warfarin  is  the  poison  bait  now  generally  in  use  and 
this  has  been  found  highly  effective  both  with  rats  and  mice., 
particularly  the  latter,  as  they  do  not  readily  take  other 
poisons.  It  is  also  taken  more  readily  by  rats  than  the 
olaer  poisons  such  as  zinc  phosphide , red  squills  and  arsenic , 
although  occasionally  special  circumstances  arise  when  it  is 
still  necessary  to  use  these.  Warfarin  is  more  convenient 
in  use  and  definitely  safer  than  other  poisons  but  it  is 
nevertheless  used  with  extreme  caution,  particularly  when 
piggeries  have  to  be  treated  or  in  other  places  where  domestic 
animals  may  possibly  have  access  to  the  bait.  When  weather 
conditions  make  the  operation  safe  and  practicable  burrows 
on  the  refuse  tips  are  treated  with  l!Cymagl,  gas. 
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The  staff  of  the  Highways  Department  periodically  treat 
sewers,  this  treatment  should  be  carried  out  at  the  correct 
intervals  to  coincide  with  the  peak  breeding  seasons  of  the 
vermin  and  if  this  work,  for  any  reason,  is  delayed , there  is 
a noticeable  increase  in  the  underground  population,  this 
being  reflected  by  an  increase  of  complaints  regarding  surface 
infestations  which  are  almost  in  every  case  traceable  to  the 
heavily  infested  conditions  of  the  underground  drains. 

In  the  progress  of  the  work  a considerable  number  of 
drains  are  tested  by  ' smoke  and  found  to  be  faulty  and  the 
resultant  repair  of  these  eliminate  a source  of  infestation. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

During  1959  it  was  again  noticeable  that  atmospheric 
conditions  in  the  area  were  improving.  A deposit  gauge  and 
a sulphur  dioxide  gauge  are  operated  by  the  Health  Department 
to  check  conditions,  the  deposits  being  examined  monthly  and 
tabulated.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  main  source  of 
atmospheric  contamination  in  the  area  is  from  domestic  smoke. 

A very  large  proportion  of  the  residents  receive  concessionary 
coal,  and  the  fires,  because  of  the  climatic  conditions  and  the 
need  for  cooking  and  heating  water,  are  almost  without  exception 
burnt  throughout  the  year.  Other  factors  are  provided  by 
colliery  spoil  heaps  which  now  give  rise  to  little  or  no 
nuisance,  although  there  were  still  active  heaps  in  use  at 
Elermore  Colliery,  Eppleton  Colliery  and  Nicholson’s  Pit,  .East 
Rainton.  The  National  Coal  Board  have  in  re.cent  years  given 
the  Council  every  co-operation  in  obtaining  improvements  on  the 
spoil  heaps.  The  system  of  refuse  disposal  at  Eppleton 
Colliery  was  re-organised  some  years  ago  and  the  refuse  is 
disposed  of  in  the  most  satisfactory  way,  the  soil  on  the  site 
being  excavated  and  pushed  back  and  the  waste  then  spread  in 
shallow  layers,  levelled  and  re— covered  with  soil.  The  work 
is  done  by  mechanical  dumpers  and  the  traffic  of  these  over  the 
area  of  the  tip  effectively  consolidates  the  surface.  This 
method  gives  rise  to  no  nuisance  whatsoever  and  regular  tests 
made  to  check  the  internal  temperature  of  the  heap  indicate  no 
abnormal  heating,  a very  strong  point  in  favour  of  the  system 
as  it  has  been  found  on  several  occasions  in  the  past  that  old 
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spoil  heaps  in  the  area  which  had  been  disused  and  considered 
dead  for  over  20  years  were  in  patches,  still  a blazing  inferno 
beneath  the  surface  crust  and  a virtual  death  trap  for 
trespassers. 

The  heap  in  use  at  Elen ore  Colliery  was  of  conical  shape, 
this  has  always  oeen  a difficult  type  of  heap  to  control  although 
no  efiort  was  spared  by  the  Coal  Board,  in  this  respect  an 
adequate  supply  of  water  being  available,  and  spraying  regularly 
carried  out.  It  was,  however,  giving  rise  to  considerable 
nuisance  and  it  was  obvious  that  deep  seated  fire  existed  which 
had . become  beyond  control,  making  the  abandonment  of  this  tip 
advisable.  . The  matter  was  discussed  by  the  Council  and  the 
Coal  Board  in  the  latter  part  of  195S  and  as  a result  of  these 
negotiations  the  Board-  agreed  to  abandon  this  site  and  institute 
a new  form  of  tipping  in  shallow  layers.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  Spring  of  the  year  under  review  the  preliminary  work  for 
this  scheme  was  complete  and  a considerable  amount  of  tipping 
was  carried  out  under  the  new  method  during  the  remaining1 months 
of o the  year  with  no  nuisance  whatsoever.  A dry  cleaner  also 
exists  at  this  colliery  and  gave  rise  to  a serious  nuisance 
Jr0Ll  anc^  grit . from  time  to  tine.  Everything  possible  was 

done  to  effect  an  improvement  but  it  appears  virtually  impossible 
to  operate  this  type  of  dry  cleaner  without  some  nuisance. 

Tne  furnace  chimney  at  the  colliery  was  also  found  to* emit  a 
considerable . amount  of  grit,  quite  heavy  deposits  being  found 

|n  ^|e,Vlcini|y  at  times.  Some  part  of  the  trouble  was  without 
ooubt  due  to  inefficient  stoking  combined  with  the  type  of 
fuol  used,  and  without  doubt  a definite  improvement  could  be 
effected  by  the  provision  of  a grit  arrestor.  It  is 
anticipated,  however,  that  within  the  reasonably  near  future 

this  colliery  will  be  electrified  and  the  whole  problem  will 
be  solved. 

The  public  are  displaying  increased  interest  in  the 
subject. of  clean  air  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  obstacle 
(which  is  one  common  to  all  colliery  district)  that  is  the  fact 
that  a very  large  proportion  of  the  residents  in  the  area  are 
in  receipt  of  concessionary  coal,  retards  progress  with  the 
ormation  of  smokeless  zones.  This  is  particularly  unfortunate 
as  all  the  Councils  post-war  housing  schemes  are  already 
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provided  with  approved  appliances  and  the  pre-war  houses  have 
also  been  so  equipped  in  connection  with  modernisation  schemes* 
All  houses  which  are  subject  to  improvement  grants  are  required 
to  instal  approved  appliances  and  as  the  Council  during  the 
year  adopted  the  appropriate  byelaw,  all  new  houses  have  also 
to  be  so  equipped , therefore  a smokeless  zone  could  be  quite 
readily  laid  down  at  comparatively  small  expense*  a further 
difficulty  arises  inasmuchas  although  as  stated  a very  large 
proportion  of  the  houses  are  equipped  with  appliances  designed 
for  the  burning  of  smokeless  fuel,  very  few  aro  supplied  by 
mains  gas  and  this  creates  difficulty  when  smokeless  ignition 
is  required.  Discussions  in  the  mining  industry  have  already 
taken  place  with  regard  to  concessionary  coal  and  there  is 
every. possibility  that  an  efficient  electrically  operated 
ignition  device  may  soon  be  marketed,  there  is  therefore  some 
hope  of  overcoming  these  obstacles. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  meetings  of  local  authorities 
discussed  the  question  of  publicity  in  connection  with  clean 
air  and  arising  from  these  discussions  there  is  every  possibility 
that  an  exhibition  will  be  held  in  the  Urban  area  early  in  1960* ~ 

I would  again  like  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance 
given  by  Mr.  C.  Bride,  Alkali  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government.  His  help  has  proved  invaluable 
where  problems  in  connection  with  colliery  spoil  heaps  have 
arisen* 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

There  were  three  marine  store  dealers  In  operation  in  the 
district  during  the  year  although  one  of  these  wrent  out  of 
business  during  the  period.  Regular  inspections  were  carried 
ou^  of  these  premises  but  as  those  dealers  are  in  a comparatively 
small  way  of  business,  their  premises  gave  rise  to  little 
nuisance,  although  in  one  case  some  trouble  was  experienced 
where  the  dealer  was  burning  waste  rubber  from  time  to  time. 

Some  dif f iculty • does  arise,  however,  from  the  casual  dealer  who 
starts  a small  business  hoarding  scrap  or  breaking  up  old  cars 
in  his  back  yard  and  informal  action  had  to  be  taken  on  several 
occasions  in  connection  with  nuisances  arising  from  these 
practices. 
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A good  number  of  itinerant  rag  and  bone  dealers  cone  iron 
outside  the  Urban  area  and  patrol  the  housing  sites*  This 
type  of  trader  is  also  kept  under  observation  principally  to 
prevent  offences  with  regard  to  the  exchange  of  forbidden 
articles  with  juveniles  for  rags  etc. 

Care  of  the  Aged 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  also  acted  as  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Hetton  Urban  District  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee  since  its  inauguration.  This  Committee  was  founded 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Council  some  years  ago  and  its 
function  is  to  act  as  a co-ordinating  body  for  five  Ward 
Committees  who  are  directly  responsible  for  supervising  the 
welfare  of  the  aged  people  in  their  respective  Wards.  The 
system  works  very  efficiently  mainly  because  there  is  a very 
willing  band  of  voluntary  workers  who  carry  out  excellent  work 
in  entertaining,  visiting  and  overlooking  the  welfare  of  the  old 
people.  In  doing  this  work  it  is  necessary  to  expend  quite  a 
considerable  amount  of  money  and  as  the  aim  of  the  Committee  is 
to  be  entirely  self-supporting,  a considerable  amount  of  time 
is  devoted  to  organising  schemes  for  the  raising  of  funds. 
Although  the  lighter  side  of  the  work,  that  is  the  entertainment 
of  the  old  people  and  the  meetings  of  the  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs 
receive  quite  a good  amount  of  publicity,  the  interests  of  the 
Committee  are  principally  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  those 
old  people  who  by  infirmity  or  disinclination  do  not  attend 
the  Clubs  or  entertainments  and  a very  well  organised  visiting 
scheme  is  in  operation  throughout  the  area  for  this  purpose, 
the  sick  being  visited  regularly,  both  at  home  or  In  hospital 
and  taken  small  gifts. 

A chiropody  scheme  which  seems  to  adequately  meet  the 
demands  of  the  district  has  been  operated  at  very  small 
expense  for  many  years. 


